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USDA to invest $250 million
to support
American-made fertilizer

Karleigh’s Korner
Fertilizer prices are surging – and there doesn't seem
to be any relief in sight. In fact, fertilizer prices have
increased by almost 100% since January, 2021. The
good news for livestock producers is that this fertilizer
price pressure will allow high quality manure-based
fertilizer products to compete with synthetic fertilizers.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will make available $250 million
through a new grant program this summer to support independent, innovative,
and sustainable American fertilizer production to supply American farmers.

I know producers are feeling the pressure when it
comes to the cost of planting this years crops which is
why it is so important to improve the efficiency of the
nutrients they are applying to the soil. Maximizing the
value of manure has never been more important for
the bottom line.

USDA will use funds from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) set aside in
September for market disruptions to develop a grant program that provides ‘gap’
financing to bring new, independent domestic production capacity on-line —
similar to the recently announced meat and poultry grants that are designed to
promote competition and resilience in that sector.
The new program will support fertilizer production that is:

So how can you maximize the value of your manure?
The first step is knowing what is in your manure!
Concentrating the nutrient through manure processing
increases that value even further. Separating
macronutrients from micronutrients creates two
distinct fertilizers: a solid and a liquid. This allows you
to target you application of nutrients with crop uptake
which can lead to a decrease, if not a complete
elimination of the need for synthetic fertilizers.
To put this into perspective I have done a comparison
of the phosphorus value in a ton of manure vs a ton of
processed LWR solids:

•

Type

Analysis

Lbs of P per Ton

Dairy Manure

31-15-49-5

300lbs of P/Ton

LWR Solids

41-32-21-6

640lbs of P/Ton

As you can see, it’s possible to more than double the
amount of P through manure concentration allowing
you to apply less while still meeting your crop
requirements. This saves on synthetic fertilizer and
means that you can apply manure solids to more
fields, possibly even ones that have been historically
too far away for traditional manure application.
Do you want to see what this looks like on your farm?
Connect with me and let’s find out if you can avoid the
heavy cost of synthetic fertilizer by optimizing your
own manure application!

karleigh.lewis@livestockwaterrecycling.com

•
•
•
•

Independent – outside the dominant fertilizer suppliers, increasing competition in a concentrated market.
Made in America – produced in the United States by domestic companies,
creating good-paying jobs at home and reducing the reliance on potentially
unstable or inconsistent foreign supplies.
Innovative –improves fertilizer production methods to jump start the next
generation of fertilizers.
Sustainable – reduces the greenhouse gas impact of transportation, production, and use through renewable energy sources, feedstocks, formulations,
and incentivizing greater precision in fertilizer use.
Farmer-focused – like other Commodity Credit Corporation investments, a
driving factor will be providing support and opportunities for U.S. agriculture
commodity producers.

Details on the application process will be announced in the summer of 2022, with
the first awards expected before the end of 2022.

INDUSTRY SOUND BITE
“The livestock operations that are able to invest in manure processing solutions
that provide returns will be able to diversify their income streams and contribute
to fertilizer price stabilization by decentralizing production. Most importantly,
the communities around these livestock operations will suffer fewer
environmental consequences. ”
Connie Bowen is executive-in-residence at AgLaunch, and a board member and
co-founder at The Yield Lab Institute, based in St Louis, US.

What happens when you run out of manure
on the farm? (find the answer on the next page!)

www.LivestockWaterRecycling.com

Welcome to the club, doug!
In response to our recent growth, we are thrilled
to welcome Mr. Doug Laird to our executive
team, joining us in April.

Ohio pays for manure application
on cover crops
Ohio livestock producers have an opportunity to be a part of
the H2Ohio program. This program pays farmers for three
years to apply manure to a cover crop or to a growing crop in
the summer or early fall. Farmers can receive up to $60 for
every acre that incorporate manure for up to three years.

Doug has extensive experience investing in
scaling and growth businesses, especially in the
energy sector. Drawing on his knowledge of
innovation, his breadth of experience, and his
extensive network, LWR is positioned to continue
to build and grow in a way that elevates the
experience of our clients and creates optimal
solutions for both the near term and long term.

Learn more at:

doug.laird@livestockwaterrecycling.com

You have
to make
doo!

Are you in California?
The CDFA’s AMMP is now accepting
applications. Learn how we can help!

Did you know that cattle play a role in helping premature babies breathe?
Lungs are the last major organ to finish developing in utero, and most premature babies are born without enough surfactant in their lung
tissues. Surfactant works as a lubricant in our lungs, which keeps the tiny alveoli (air sacs) from collapsing. One of the most effective and
efficient surfactants out there is Bovine Lipid Extract Surfactant (BLES), a unique substance made up of fats and proteins found in the lungs
of cattle. The first infant successfully treated with BLES was born in 1983 and was a huge breakthrough for the medical community. Now
that is a cool use for “cow loogies”! Thanks to Five Rivers Cattle Feeding for sharing this little gem with us!

April 22 is earth day…
how will you celebrate?

We’re hiring! Check out our current openings

April is upon us and with it comes Earth Day!
On our beautiful big blue planet, one of the
most precious resources we have is water.
Fortunately for us, 70% of the Earth is covered
in water. However, unfortunately for us only
3% of our planet’s water is freshwater; and of
that 3% only about .3% is found in the surface
water of our lakes, rivers and streams and even
swamps. As we celebrate our planet this
month, remember to give thanks for water,
and continue to do what you can to care and
sustain the water that surrounds you!
Tell us how you plan to celebrate Earth Day
and we just might send some LWR swag your
way!

For questions, comments, or good conversations, I’d love to hear from you! lisa.fast@livestockwaterrecycling.com

www.LivestockWaterRecycling.com

